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The first World Rare Disease Day was organized and held on February 28, 2008 by
European organization, EURORDIS and its Council of National Alliances. World Rare
Disease Day was created because treatment for many rare diseases is insufficient, as are
the social networks to support individuals with rare diseases and their families.

On World Rare Disease Day and leading up to this day, people around the world come
together to raise awareness of rare diseases and the impact on those affected.
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WHAT IS CONSIDERED “RARE™?

“ In the United States, a condition is considered “rare” if it affects fewer than
200,000 persons combined in a particular rare disease group.

@ International definitions on rare diseases vary. For example in the UK, a disease
is considered rare if it affects fewer than 50,000 citizens per disease.

RARE DISEASE AFFECTS CHILDREN
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THE DIAGNOSIS THE SUPPORT
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Support the rare disease community by helping spread awareness, donating to

disease-specific foundations or by visiting www.globalgenes.org.
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